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State of Play

• ICOOS Act implementation underway
• Major accomplishments by RAs
• National Ocean Policy forthcoming
• NOAA has proposed a National Climate Service
• Interagency partnerships

– National IOOS Office – discussion remains open – National IOOS Office – discussion remains open 
– USACE representative on detail
– USGS representative on detail
– EPA to work with us on a detailee
– Other agencies beginning to provide support
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Great Lakes Region

• Great Lakes Restoration Initiative –
new opportunities expanding GLOS

• Huron-Erie Corridor 
Nowcast/Forecast – addressing 
water quality issues 

• Harborview
• Great Lakes - specifically • Great Lakes - specifically 

mentioned in ICOOS Act
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• GLOS sharing expertise with other RAs 
– Long experience with international partnerships
– Receiving funding directly  

• Industry partnerships – S2 Yachts Tidas Buoy
• GLOS contribution to NFRA handout on Capitol Hill



IOOS Funding
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IOOS Programmatics
• Planning
• Budget

NOS 
Corporate 
Services

Inter-agency 
Support

Technical 
Contracts

NDBC –
Data 
Assembly 
Center

Regional & External 

National Office Summary
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• Budget
• Rent
• IT
•Travel

Data Management

Regional & External 
Affairs
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ICOOS Act Implementation

NOAA Lead
• Establish an IOOS office within NOAA
• Develop and be responsible for DMAC
• Promulgate guidelines to certify non-

federal assets
• Annual process to define observing gaps 
• Annual Report to the Committee
• Develop/implement a process for periodic 

Council or Committee Lead

• Public-Private Use Policy
• Re-chartering/re-inventing 

of the DMAC Steering 
Team

• Coordinated Budgets
• Develop contract • Develop/implement a process for periodic 

review of non-federal assets 
• Merit-based competitive funding process 

to support non-federal assets
• Implement a public education and 

outreach program to improve awareness 
of global climate change and effects on 
the ocean, coastal and Great Lakes

• Establish System Advisory Committee

• Develop contract 
certification standards and 
compliance procedures to 
integrate non-federal 
assets into the System

• Independent Cost 
Estimate
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Programmatic Focus for Program Office

• ICOOS Act implementation
• Ocean Policy Task Force

– OPTF calls for implementation plan: IWGOO Strategic Plan, 
Road map and Regional Document – first step 

– Coastal Marine Spatial Planning – participating in the NOAA 
efforts

• Regional Engagement• Regional Engagement
– Outcome Metrics
– Annual Workshop

• IOOS Competitive Funding and Award Process
– FY 2011 funding opportunity 
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Operational Focus for Program Office
• Observations

– National surface current mapping (HFR) technical steering team
– Nation-wide USCG Search & Rescue support
– Sensor validation/verification (ACT)
– National Asset Inventory

• Data Management and Communications
– Biological Project (Fisheries Management)
– Continued progress on Coastal Inundation
– Register, Catalog, Viewer (RCV)– Register, Catalog, Viewer (RCV)
– OOI and NWQM partnerships
– Relationship with NOAA’s Climate Service

• Modeling and Analysis
– Modeling testbed initiative

• Communications/Outreach
– Capitol Hill events
– Scarlet Knight (Heritage Week, Smithsonian)
– Branding
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U.S. IOOS Road Map: Purpose and Status

• Drivers: ICOOS Act and emerging National Ocean 
Policy from Ocean Policy Task Force

• Purpose: Defines U.S. IOOS scope, subsystems, 
functions, and activities

• Effort to move from conceptual to executable U.S. 
IOOS

• Provides an architectural framework

• Identifies partner roles and support required for 
U.S. IOOS implementation

• Defines implementation steps, milestones, and 
tasks

• Describes tools for tracking progress and capability

• Status: Over 300 comments being addressed; 
revised version forthcoming
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ICOOS Act – Certification Standards

• Parallels with Committee (IWGOO) responsibility

• Committee “develop contract certification standards for all non-
Federal assets … to establish eligibility for integration into the 
System….”

• NOAA required to “promulgate program guidelines to certify and 
integrate non-Federal assets … into the System….”

• Recognize the need for coordination with NFRA and RAs. 

• Process underway, Committee staff participating

• First IOOS Development Plan, RA governance practices and 
business plans will be used to inform our work with the 
Committee 

• Regular update will be provided to the Committee
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ICOOS Act – System Advisory Committee

• NOAA Administrator required to 
“establish or designate a System 
advisory committee”

• By Sept 2010, IOOS program will 
deliver recommendations for 
members to NOAA Administrator 

• Committee Purpose? (submitted 
to IWGOO)
– Advise on national priorities 

for coastal and ocean 
observations

– Advise on partnership 
opportunities with private 
sector

Requirement Request/Discussion

• Follows FACA rules
sector

– Advise on expanding 
education and outreach 
opportunities

• Advocacy/design?

• Does a current FACA exist to 
support this requirement? 
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Thank You and Questions

www.ioos.gov
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